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ton claim to have been witnesses ot
these marvelous feats. It is asserted
that the driver of the machine had per-
fect, control of .it,. moved up and down
as he willed and that the strong air
currents did not complicate the direc-
tion of the apparatus. - Trees were cir-

cled, fields were passed over in every
direction and the inventors were able
to bring their contrivance to earth
without any sudden Jar, showing that
It was under their control, '. :r'.. :::K- i

The secrecy connected with the dis-

covery is' hot' reassuring, but it Is
maintained by friends of the brothers
that they expect to sell their inven-
tion for a great sum to a foreign gov-

ernment and cannot afford to risk pub-
licity.: Santos-Dumo- nt is so confident
of the worthlessness of the claim that
he has challenged the Wrights td com-

pete for the prize of $50,000 offered by
the London Daily Mail to the owner of
the first airship that shall travel from
London to' Manchester, a distance of
185 , miles. ,. At latest account the
brothers bad not. accepted the French-
man's challenge.

Now the situation ' in the "United
States resolves Itself into a competition
between the contestants for the gov-

ernment prize at the Jamestown ex-

position and tho St. Louis competitors.
The principle of successful aerial navi-

gation la Involved. While the round
balloon will be used exclusively at.SL
Louis, there is a division in the ranks
of the flying machine men. Some of
them Insist on the aeroplane idea and
that alone, and others are satisfied
with a combination of the gas bag and
the motor. Santos-Dumon- t, who has
been devoted to the combination the- -,

cry. has recently gone over to the other
side. S. Y. JOHNSON.
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one of them. "We shall not have any
balloons in future," he says. "We shall
have flying machines. :. The flying ma-

chine' is heavier than air, just as the
birds are. There are no balloons in

- - " - ': - v 's

The very latest evidence in support of
Sir Hiram's opinion is to be found in the
wonderful achievements of two broth-
ers named Wright, living in Dayton,
O. Owing to the secrecy which these
experimenters have always observed
in connection, with their inventions sci-

entific; observers have been disposed to
doubt the value of their alleged dis-

covery. Quite . recently an English
scientist of repute, Patrick X Alex-

ander, visited the brothers at Dayton
and was admitted to their workshop
and ' actually witnessed one of the
flights of their aeroplane. He declares
in the English scientific Journals that
he saw enough to convince him that
the problem of air navigation has been
solved. i

Men whose veracity is unassailable
assert that on Oct 6 last one of the
Wright brothers made a flight of twenty-f-

our miles in his aeroplane. Santos-Dumon- t,

who holds the record for simi-
lar air locomotion with only 225 yards
to his credit, seems to have been en-

tirely outdone by these publicity shun-

ning Buckeyes. Many persons in' Day

j uegceiva, j

present season promises to

THE a lively one for aeronauts
aeronautics. Although the

experiments In air navi-
gation were carried-o- by the French
and British war departments most of
I ho glory of achievement last season
was won by civilian enterprise. The
United States government always a
bit conservative in the matter of bal-
looning seems to have waked up to the
possibilities of air travel. It has gone

0 far as to establish a flying' corps as
l 'regular branch of the army.: An or-

der for three: new balloons of the gas
bag pattern has been placed with Leo
Stevens, the veteran ascensionist and
balloon maker, and as soon as they
Are delivered at Omaha probably early
fn"May a series of experiments will
be made.
.At first thought it is rather disap-

pointing that the government has made
no advance in substituting some one
of the numerous widely exploited air-
ships of recent times for the old fash-
ioned gas bag. The fact is, the gov-
ernment has become weary of the re-

peated failure that has followed every
trial of a new principle and has also
grown correspondingly wary. It has
not forgotten that once upon- - a time
congress appropriated $50,000 for an
aeroplane that promised for certain to
go and didn t. It took It only about
ten .seconds to fall with a smash that j
was perfectly convincing rsa much, so, l

THINGS

establish new long distance records,
as they must endeavor to do, there will
still be danger of the water peril.

Count de la Vaulx, who holds the
world's record for distance, has made
more than 300 ascensions, at least a
hundred more than has Leo Stevens,
the American expert. He has traversed
fully 25,000 miles ot the upper atmos-
phere and in all has been in the air
about sixty days. He has had as com-

panions In his ascents more than 1,000
persons, a hundred of them being wo-

men. He also has the record for re-

maining longest in the air forty-on- e

hours while assisting in scientific ex-

periments over the Mediterranean. The
greatest altitude ever reached by the
count was four and a half miles.

There are many students of aerial
navigation who do not look for any
further development of the gas bag
type of airship. Sir Hiram Maxim Is

tors.. Lieutenant Frank P.' L&bm and
Major Henry B.' Hersey, won over all
others, remaining aloft in their balloon,
the United States, nearly twenty-fo- ur

hours and traveling 400 miles irora
Paris to Whitby, England. vtj

Count Henri de la Vaulx took-th- e

long distance record away fromJ3t.
Louis in 1900 by making a balloon voy-

age of 1,200 miles. Since the summer
of 1859 It had been accredited to John
Wise, who sailed from the Mound City
and after a flight of 1,150 miles landed
safely In Jefferson county. New York.

Count de la Vaulx, it seems, has rela-
tives In St. Louis, and he has made. fre-

quent trips to that city. For that rea
eon he was an ardent advocate of the
Mound City's advantages as a point for
the international races. He pointed
out its special qualification of being
such a long distance from the great
bodies ot water, but If the contestants

indeed, that congress has been exceed
ingly shy of aerial fliers ever since.

Of course the bag balloon Is a differ-
ent proposition. It has been shown to
be useful in many ways, and there are
possibilities still awaiting demonstra-
tion. The European military depart-
ments have kept right at it, and Uncle
Sam is not averse to a modest ex-

ploitation now and then. The present
season will witness a more extended
course of experiment than has ever yet
been undertaken. The largest of the
balloons constructed by Leo Stevens
will , have a capacity, of 78,000 cubic
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feet of gas and will cost about J 12,000.
These new balloon for
signal work, and experiments with
bombs and high explosives will also
be made'with them. -

But Uncle Sam Is not the only one
who is interested In balloons this year.
The greatest aeronautic congress ever
held will assemble at Norfolk during
the Jamestown Tercentennial, and St.
Louis has been selected by the Aero
club as the point at wMch will be held
the international balloon races in the
contest for the James Gordon Bennett
prize of 1907.

In tho last international balloon race,
held in Paris, two American competi

A SURVIVAL OF

NEW AND CURIOUS IN THE GREAT ROUND
A REMARKABLE PORTUGUESE BRIDGE.THE DARKER AGES.A RARE AND AMUSING FRENCH PRINT.

.The bridge over the Tagus at Saca vera, Portugal, pictured herewith, la.
recommended to those adventurous motorists who speed their care up moun-
tains and descend stairs. This bridge would be a boon to them. It Is Ave miles
north of Lisbon and la one of the most peculiar examples of modern bridge
building in existence. ' "

SOME INTERESTING

The picture shown herewith Is copied from a rare print which was current
In the time of Napoleon. It suggested a way In which that great fighter might
attempt to invade England by means of a channel tunnel. Now that the
project of tunneling the channel Is beginning to be discussed In both countries
this old French cartoon has made its reappearance.
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YOUNG BUGLERS.

At the London buroogh electinns la
Morember last only i per rent of the

tal electorate raet their totes. At

The cut illustrates a method of punishment still legal In Delaware, al-

though It has been abolished elsewhere In the United States. The whippings
and Imprisonment In the stocks are Inflicted publicly, as was the custom In
former years, and any one who wishes may be a spectator. . It Is supposed to
exert an exemplary influence on evildoers. The lash la laid on with no gentle
hand, and it Is a punishment dreaded greatly.

AN IMPORTANT OFFICIAL.
Captain William M. Meredith, direc-

tor of the United States bureau ot en-

graving and printing. Is the man who
has most to do with the making of
Uncle Sam's paper money. He is a

native of Indiana and la now In his
seventy-secon- d year. He learned the
printer's trade, and after the civil war

he enlisted In a regiment raised by
Benjamin Harrison and served two
years he became foreman In the com-
posing room of the Indianapolis Jour-
nal. Captain Meredith haa been la bis
present position since If .

COMPARED.

htoneelf In the Matlny. the other Is that
ran i.y hi son. the late Lieutenant

Roberts, at Celenoo.
The yonaa; .4 the dipper, or nater

onset, ran swim and dire before tnry
are folly edged.

t'airnita is. wt in Londno). the fcar- -
geet tty 1 the British empire.
bsy third and Utasgow fowrth.

l to im Cam bridge had wen few

THE DREADNOUGHT AND THE, VICTORY5N
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A TURKISH FIRE ALARM.
Mahmoud Arhined. herewith pic-

tured, ia the sultan of Turkey's special
Ore alarm. He is the fleetest runner In
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Stamboul and U a'tacbed te the im- -,

pertal polar. Constantinople has a j

brigade of living fire alarms.

CHOICE

There are 1 racks of foxhounds in
England and Wales.

Tho principal larce towns of Earepe
hare one policeman to every Set in-

habitant.
I

1 eminent enVials ot England draw
over 111 te e yearly in salaries, but
Corporation tad public company offi

A SCHOLARSHIP WINNER.
Alain Leroy Locke Is the young negro

who has recently won a Rhodes schol-
arship for Pennsylvania which entitles
him to three years' study at Oxford

university. He Is Bow S'ninr at
Harvard and Is twenty-on- e er of
a-- His father U Uwrrr and a man
of a good deal of ability. Locke has
:,l xay fcen studious and haa m
many prises.

BITS.
cials have more than three times that
total Income.

Man If the on!y animal who posjews
he projection of the lower iaw hone

knows as the rbln.
The worm testudo navalas has cost

ship owners more money than all the
wrecks that ever happened. Especial

A London slum worker with genius for organisation has formed a brigade
oC yeong glila, whirs) now mbrrs several hundred members. It has an ex
eel teat band of Its emu and haa carried off maay prizes for physical call are

The tut 'a deignl to show the wondrfo! rbangva that have hrrn hroueht atmal la naval anhitectore oil bin
tn past entury- - A hundred Jreora the Victory. Lt--i Xebon's rahi. was the sunt forntidaMe m Debt In

machine that hod ever bn launched. Although ahe was th pride of the at that fwrio etrt did se4n4
service at Traf-tiga- r bT present day inrf&t irnry becomes orcentsuited eat she lit alorigwtde the krriathaa tweodnoaghL drill and general smarts

t of ISe lajt Ire knot races. lYom'oween Vlrtorin at the death ot the Duka
ItPt to ltl Oxford won nine times la of CTareme In Iti

Tho Channel islands he lend to the
ctoreee of tYlm hosier and were, ihere- -

the same period more than lllt.aot
worth of cars and motnr rta were
imported Into that reontry.

As Miff SCO as lt handfcert hief
were made om whfch sere printed l!s
map of England. it mt the
principal towns front lynwinn.

Lord Roberts ts lb only man atve .

who has the ptliiWae of two j

Vhorta One ht thst won byl

ly in tropical seas this worm destroys
all wnoden treooels.

As late as Mil an nrhappy little Ud
Of nine was h'irg at Cbetmefonl. East-
land, for setting a barn on fire at
WHbam.

A stric t Mohammedan win not sell a
printed ropy of the Koran.

LaA year Eaarland sent abroad SV
m.ttvV worth of motor cars. During

fAre. fsrmerty under law present nrch-lih- at etecllon the Moderates gained
blenop 4 t'anternury. I seats.

The hrst rovnl nwonaro which wast A mralrret always romes down a tree
sddressed to the "Xmrtre. and not tojhend foremaot and clings to tao hark
UM --

NaOos,- was that of the latsitk his hind legs.


